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Welcome!  The webinar will begin shortly.



Managed Retreat Toolkit
Welcome, and thank you for joining us!

• The webinar will be recorded. A captioned recording and presentation slides 
will be available after the event.

• Questions can be submitted through the “Question” feature on the right-
hand side of your screen. All microphones will be muted throughout today’s 
call. We will answer as many questions as time allows at the end of today’s 
presentation.

• Technical issues? Email climate@georgetown.edu for assistance.

mailto:climate@georgetown.edu


Why managed retreat?
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Executive Director, Georgetown Climate Center
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Developing the Managed Retreat Toolkit
• Since 2018, GCC has engaged more than 1,000 people at more than 20 events across the country
• States and communities expressed a need for a comprehensive resource on managed retreat
• GCC worked with state, local, and federal policymakers; people from affected communities; 

academic experts, and other leaders in climate adaptation to build the toolkit.



Key Themes:

Managed retreat takes time and planning.

Managed retreat is interdisciplinary and proactive.

Managed retreat must be community-driven and inclusive.



What’s in the Managed 
Retreat Toolkit?

Katie Spidalieri
Senior Associate, Georgetown Climate Center



What’s in the 
Managed Retreat 
Toolkit?

• About managed retreat

• Legal and policy tools

• Cross-cutting legal and 
policy considerations

• Case studies



Legal and Policy Tools

Infrastructure Acquisition Market-Based

RegulatoryPlanning



Regulatory Tools

Living Shorelines

Setbacks and Buffers

Development Permit Conditions

Zoning and Overlay Zones



• Definition of the tool

• How it can be used in a coastal managed retreat context

• Legal and policy considerations and trade-offs

• Best practices and case studies

Zoning and Overlay Zones

Regulatory Tools





Acquisition Tool: Buyouts

• Looking for sustainable, non-
disaster funding

• Moving beyond property 
transfers and structural 
demolitions

• Converting bought-out 
properties into community assets

• Engaging communities



Cross-cutting Policy Considerations: 
Receiving Communities

• Identifying receiving areas

• Planning for affordable 
housing, supporting 
infrastructure, and critical 
services (such as schools)

• Facilitating transitions

• Funding sources



Case Studies

• Over 70 case studies from across the US

• Coastal and riverine communities

• Explore case studies in GCC’s 
Adaptation Clearinghouse

• 17 in-depth case studies in Managing the 
Retreat from Rising Seas report





Fawn McGee
Blue Acres Program
NJ Department of 

Environmental Protection

Case Study: New Jersey Blue Acres Program



Road to Resilience: Rebuild, Raise or Rescue?

Brick, 2018

Rebuild: Wildwood, 2016 

Elevate: Highlands, 2017

Rescue: Woodbridge, 2015 

• Rebuild:  Saves the ratable

• Elevation:  Saves the house 

• Buyouts:  Saves the family

• Local communities break the cycle of reacting 

to floods by improving flood storage

• Decreases risk (and cost) for first-responders

• Improves CRS and makes the greater 

community more resilient

• Open space increases property values for 

overall community



Case Study: LA SAFE
Louisiana’s Strategic Adaptations for Future Environments

Liz Williams Russell
Foundation for Louisiana



Questions and Discussion



Upcoming opportunities 
to connect with GCC

• Join us for the Equitable Adaptation 
Toolkit launch on 7/29

• Let us know what you think of the 
Managed Retreat Toolkit!

• Collaborate with us on place-based 
projects

Equitable 
Adaptation Legal 
& Policy Toolkit

Join the launch webinar 
Wednesday, July 29
1 PM ET / 10 AM PT

Lisa Anne Hamilton
Georgetown Climate Center



Thank you!

Explore the Managed Retreat 
Toolkit online:

georgetownclimate.org

Connect with us on social media:

@Climate_Center

#GCCMRT

Contact us:

climate@georgetown.edu


